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Stewards of the land

METHOW
STORIES
Six distinctive homes

REAL ESTATE

Record residential sales




HOMES

Low profile

Elegant Bear Creek home unobtrusively
captures Pearrygin panorama

BY MARCY STAMPER

There’s no denying that the views
are exceptional—the full length of

Pearrygin Lake and a vz

North Cascades. But tl
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of the striking home nestled in

the hills of upper Bear Creek wanted to
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folks who are ca

k ]

earrygin
“It was very important to the
clients-even before we put pen
to paper-to respect the scenic
area above Pearrygin Lake,” ar-
chitect Tim Hammer, a principal
with CAST Architecture, said.
“We wanted to blend into the hill-
side. We wanted to experience
the place and soak in the beauty,

for every

mping

one, including

and swimming at

Lake State Park.

but didn’t want to take away
from others’ experience.”

Once the homeowners (who
asked not to be identified) had
carefully chosen the site, the
design of what they’ve come to
call Bear Creek Basecamp grew
out of the same values. Hammer
drafted three designs and the
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family picked one and refined it.
“I felt like he was a genius at what
he does and he was easy to work
with,” the homeowner said.

“It’s really a house that blurs
the line between indoors and
out,” Hammer said. The goal was
to create a single ceiling plane
from the interior to the exterior
to connect all the spaces. All the
modules line up, unifying the
structure.

“We asked the architect to
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take advantage of the view, but
didn’t specify how many win-
dows,” the homeowner said. In-
deed, the house is more windows
than walls, with multiple views
through the structure to the out-
doors and to other wings of the
house.
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Design choices accommodated
practical needs and aesthetics.
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The roof and outdoor spaces
accommodate the seasons. The
gently sloping shed roof holds
snow for insulation and keeps
ice and snow from landing on
walkways.

Generous overhangs block the
summer sun but let the low win-
ter sun heat the slab floor to soak
up warmth. In the summer, the
owners can open windows and
doors at night to circulate cool
air.

Walls and windows have ex-
tra insulation. “Even though
there’s a lot of glass, it’s a fairly
efficient energy envelope,” Ham-
mer said. Exterior materials are
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rusted steel and concrete for low
maintenance.

In the great room, a vast open
space with living room, dining
room and kitchen, the owners
thought hard about the layout
to suit the family’s love of cook-
ing-and of preparing food while
visiting with guests.

As a result, the kitchen is the
core of the great room. While it’s
unusual to have the kitchen in

the center of the space, it's where
the family spends all their time,
Hammer said. “It’s a hub, figura-
tively and atmospherically,” he
said.

The dining room is on the west

side, overlooking the lake. That
accomplishes two goals-as a
floating plane, the dining-room
table doesn’t block the view the
way a sofa and ottoman would.
But it also reserves the best
views for guests. “The kitchen
island is all about entertaining,
but the dining room is really all
about the lake,” Hammer said.

The configuration makes or-
dinary chores a pleasure. When
youre doing dishes at the kitchen
sink, you can gaze out toward
the mountains. “Standing at the
sink, looking at the view-that’s
what we hoped for,” the home-
owner said.

Hammer used the same vocabu-
lary and materials throughout the
house. The color palette of muted
taupe and white blends seam-
lessly with the warmth of vertical-
grain fir cabinets handcrafted by
Phil Woras. Counters are a manu-
factured, pale white-gray stone
that resembles marble.

“Tim was really adamant about
repeating elements, using the
same color palette, and keeping it
simple,” the homeowner said. “It’s
my belief that you get a certain
amount of harmony and comfort
if you play materials against each
other,” Hammer said.

Woras built bunk beds to sleep
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six as well as sofas with ample
cushions in the TV room that can
be converted to even more beds.
Walls in the bunk room are inde-
structible steel.

GOING OUTDOORS

The house has two outdoor
spaces—a protected courtyard
shielded from wind and summer
sun and a wraparound veran-
da that takes in the views. The
great room has six doors to the
outdoaors.

Outdoor spaces were con-
ceived as part of the overall plan.
Approaching through the veran-
da establishes a psychological
experience of entering the home,
Hammer said. “It’s a continuous
experience from the great room
to the patio to the guest wing,” he
said.

In the winter, the homeowners
roast marshmallows on a fire pit
designed by Tim Odell of Hotspot
Fire Pits in the courtyard. In the
summer, they stash the fire pit in
the garage and pull out a table
and chairs where they can relax
in the shade.
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Even the hot tub is nestled into
the slope to preserve the view.
People who aren’t overly modest
can take advantage of an outdoor
shower that’s open to the land-
scape. “We deliberately didn't
screen the shower,” the home-
owner said.

The family lives in Vancou-
ver, B.C., but the husband first
came to the Methow Valley in
the 1990s on a mountain-bik-
ing trip. When he and his wife
met in 2001, he was eager to
introduce her to the valley, and
it became an annual winter
pilgrimage.

Now that they have three
kids, ages 7,10 and 12, they
treasure the opportunity to ex-
plore as a family or in more in-
timate outings with one parent
and one or two kids. They're
all busy-the wife is a law pro-
fessor working on her doctor-
ate-so they relish their time on
Bear Creek to relax and experi-
ence nature.

With his own institutional in-
vestment company, the husband

can work from Bear Creek as
easily as from the city. The own-
ers joked with Hammer about
making sure that even the office
had a view. “This is the best of-
fice [ could imagine,” said the
homeowner, who starts work
early. “1 got up at 4 am. on the
summer solstice.”

It’s an active family, with kids
involved in every sport there
is-hiking, mountain biking, golf,
horseback riding, skiing and fly
fishing. A small garage is giv-
en over to gear, crammed with
skis, ice skates, fishing poles and
bikes.

The homeowners appreciated
the expertise of local contractors,
including Lost River Construc-
tion as the builders and B&B Ex-
cavating for careful grading that
preserved the contours of the
property.

“I could just look at those moun-
tains all day. Some people look at
the lake, some at the mountains.”
the homeowner said. “The light
is incredible. The views are mar-
velous. It’s totally quiet.”
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